
   4th Grade TAG - Week of May 4th 

Hello Students and Parents! 

  Well here we are in May, the last month of the school year. Can you believe it? 
Each of you are almost 5th graders, and that is very exciting! I also get excited 
when I get an email from you and hear how you are doing, and I so enjoy the 
responses to our lessons you have sent me. Please do not stop reaching out to 
me with any questions or concerns you may have along the way 
(kutz@fultonschools.or).   I also love hearing from you on our 4th Grade TAG 
Team site:  4th Grade TAG Team . As everyone knows by now, the TAG work is 
meant to provide enrichment options that should not stretch beyond about 60 
minutes a week, and as you’ve heard me say before…Don’t stress about the 
work...Enjoy the learning! 

I miss each of you every single day����!!     Mrs. Kutz 

Week of May 4th Virtual Lesson: 

    TAG Essential Question: How can we have fun and be creative while learning 
about the time of the American Revolution? Should a colony separate itself 
from its mother country?  If so, how?  If not, why not? 

1. If you have not had the chance to work on the American Revolution 
project, I would encourage you to just explore one of the individuals 
listed using the research options I’ve included before through your 
Class Link and MackinVIA. Remember that I am happy to resend those 
if you send me an email, or you can simply look at the week of March 
23rd.  I have enjoyed what many have already shared!  

2. Ok, so now that you may have figured out what famous American 
document both the song “Breaking Up is Hard to Do” and the “Dear 
John” letter from last week has something in common with, let’s take 
a closer look at The Declaration of Independence.  

mailto:kutz@fultonschools.or
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First, for those of you who may not have had a chance to do so last 
week, here’s the song, and you can find the letter on last week’s 
lesson.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbad22CKlB4       

Now let’s take a closer look at The Declaration of Independence in “kid friendly” 
language. 

The Declaration of Independence (in kid words) 
 

Sometimes one group of people decide to split off from another group, and to become an 
independent country, as the laws of nature say that they can. But when this happens, if they 
want other people to respect them, they should explain why they are splitting off. 
 
We think these things are obviously true: 
        That all men are created equal 
        That all men have some rights given to them at birth 
        That among these rights are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
 
So whenever any government is getting in the way of these rights, people have the right to 
change it or get rid of it, and to make a new government, in whatever way seems most likely to 
make them safe and happy. 
 
People should not change their government without a good reason, so people usually suffer as 
long as they can under the government they have, rather than change it. But when there have 
been a lot of problems for a long time, it is their right and their duty to throw off that 
government, and to set up a better government. 
 
We here in America have suffered for a very long time, and now we should change our 
government. The king of England has done many bad things to us - here is a list: 
 
-He won't let us pass laws we need for everybody's good. 
-Even when we do pass laws, he won't sign them so they can go into effect. 
-He tried to force men to give up their right to make laws. 
-He calls men together to make laws in the most inconvenient times and places, so that they 
won't be able to go discuss the new laws. 
-He won't let new settlers come to America, and he won't let the settlers take over new land 
from the Native Americans. 
-He won't let us choose our own judges, and instead he chooses them all himself, so they're all 
on his side. 
-He sends lots of new government officials that we don't want, and he makes us pay for them. 
-He sends lots of English soldiers here when there isn't even a war, and makes us let them live 
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in our own houses. 
-He tells us these soldiers can do whatever they want and don't have to obey the law. 
-He won't let us buy and sell things from wherever we want. We can only buy things from 
England. 
-He makes us pay all kinds of taxes without asking us about it. 
-He won't let us have a jury for our trials, only a judge. 
-He sends people accused of crimes far away to England for their trials. 
 
When we ask him to stop, he just keeps on doing more bad things. We have tried to talk to the 
other people who live in England. We asked them to stop these crimes against us, but they have 
acted as though they were deaf. So we have to separate from England, and they will be our 
enemies during the war, though we hope they'll be our friends when there is peace. 
 
So we think that many will see that we are doing the right thing when we declare that the 
United States are now completely independent of the King of England. We have no more 
political connection to England at all. And as independent states, we say that each state has the 
right to make war, to make peace, to make alliances with other countries, trade with other 
countries, and do everything else that countries do. And we promise that we will fight for our 
independence, and we make this promise by the giving of our lives, our property, and our 
sacred honor. 

After reading this, what are 3-5 things that this declaration shares with the 
“Dear John” letter and/or the song “Breaking Up is Hard to Do”?  What are 3-5 
things that are different about each. You can either list these or create a Venn 
diagram. Next week, we will use this to write our own letters… 

  3. Remember there is also the option for those feeling the creative spirit to 
work on: “The American Revolution Creative Thinking Menu”. You’ll find it 
under last week’s lesson for April 27th, or just send me an email, and I would be 
more than happy to send it to you.   

 

 

Have a great week…and please don’t stress about 
the work…enjoy the learning! 


